
Testing Information 

Standardized test scores are important predictors of students' potential for success in college.  Test score 
requirements for admission vary greatly by college type.  Students should ask their school counselor for 
assistance in investigating test score requirements for all colleges under consideration.   
 

Ready to Work – This test is a career readiness assessment administered to all eleventh grade students to 

determine student achievement in applied mathematics, reading for information, and locating information.  It also 
includes Essential Soft Skills (ESS) assessment that provides information about a student’s skills in cooperation with 
others, resolving conflicts and negotiation, solving problems and making decisions, observing critically, and taking 
responsibility for learning.  These skills play a vital role in workplace success. 

 
PSAT - The Preliminary Scholastic Aptitude Test (PSAT) combines multiple-choice type questions with a writing 

section.  It measures verbal and mathematical reasoning abilities important for academic performance in college.  It 
consists of five sections: two verbal, two mathematical, and one writing.  The test measures a student's ability to 
reason with facts and ideas rather than to recall and recite facts.  PSAT scores can be used to estimate performance 
on the Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT).  It is recommended that college bound high school students take the PSAT in 
October of their sophomore year.  College-bound juniors should take the test again the following year.  The PSAT 
provides students with the opportunity to experience a test made up of questions taken from previously administered 
SAT tests.  The PSAT is not a college admissions examination.  It poses no risk to a student's future admissions 
prospects.  The PSAT is the qualifying examination for juniors who wish to compete for scholarships offered 
through the National Merit Scholarship Corporation.  Sophomore scores may be used for admission to one 
of the Governor's School programs. 
 

ACT - The American College Test Program (ACT) is a comprehensive, guidance-oriented service that helps colleges, 

high schools, and students transition from high school to college.  Students participate in the program by completing 
an educational/biographical questionnaire, an interest inventory, and four tests of educational development in English, 
mathematics, social studies, and natural sciences, plus a recommended writing test.  After analyzing the information 
obtained, ACT prepares reports for use by students, high schools, and colleges in career and college planning, 
admissions, and placement, and academic advising.  More than 2,700 colleges and universities and other agencies 
accept ACT scores in lieu of SAT scores.  Nationwide, more students take the ACT than the SAT.  The ACT is an 
achievement test and is offered several times during the year at locations throughout the area.  Achievement tests often 
reward the student who works hard with high scores more than an aptitude test like the SAT.  Currently, the State 
Department of Education funds a spring testing for all students during their third year of high school. 
 

SAT - The SAT is a multiple-choice aptitude test made up of separately timed critical reading, writing, and 

mathematical sections.  The critical reading section tests the students’ ability to read carefully and to extract the key 
information and ideas from what they read; the writing section tests the students’ understanding of the structure of the 
English sentence, and the students’ ability to write an organized supportive essay.  The mathematical section tests the 
students’ ability to solve problems involving arithmetic reasoning, algebra, and geometry (The preparers of the test 
assume that you have completed Algebra III).  Juniors taking English III or above and Algebra III or above should take 
the SAT one or more times during March, May, or June of their junior year.  These students should also plan to retake 
the SAT during October or November of their senior year.  Small increases in scores are often sufficient enough to 
enable a student to meet rising admissions score requirements or scholarship eligibility minimums.  Additionally, almost 
all colleges will make admissions or scholarship decisions based upon the student’s best combination of critical reading, 
writing, and math scores taken from multiple test dates.  The SAT is offered several times during the year at locations 
throughout the area. 
 

ASVAB - The Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery (ASVAB) is a career interest inventory that 

assists students in their career choices.  It is required for students entering the military but may be taken 
by any student wishing to explore career options. 
 

Accuplacer – Accuplacer, York Technical College’s computer adaptive placement test, measures skills 

in reading, writing, and mathematics.  Accuplacer helps determine your placement in York Technical 
College courses.  There is no time limit for the tests.  The computer selects questions for you based on 
your answers to previous questions.  NO experience with computers is needed. 
 


